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Someone recently asked me o) (important / rainforest / was / why / protect / Amazon / it / to / the) from oil drilling.

The question made me angry. Can you imagine being questioned about the importance of protecting your home from being
destroyed in a fire? Or about protecting your home, your extended family’s homes, and all your people’s homes from
*demolition? Can you imagine being asked: Why is it important to protect your country from nuclear devastation?

Those questions seem absurd only when you take the existence of your home and your people ( A ) granted.
Western civilization has always taken the destruction of my home and my people ( A ) granted. And now, this well-
meaning question assumes that I must offer a (7 defend) of my existence. It also presents a false (£ innocent) about
the asker’s *complicity in the continued destruction of my home.

As a *Waorani leader tasked with communicating beyond our territorial borders to safeguard our land, I often face
questions like this. Answering is part of the (7 resist), and it is not easy. Yet, with Ecuador’s government now pushing to
ignore our hard-won ban on oil drilling in one of our most biodiverse forests, it remains an urgent question to answer. What
I long for, and what the Amazon and Mother Earth demand, can be summed up in@what is missing in the questions and

policies so often pointed at me and my people: respect.

Why is it important to protect the Amazon rainforest from oil drilling?

We Waorani like to walk. When we need to think, we head off walking in the forest. When we want to express our
emotions, we walk and sing: our songs too are fruits of the forest. Wherever we walk, we are in communication with

everything around us.@We know the plants and the birds in the way city dwellers know the names of streets and the logos

of stores. But streets do not breathe and stores do not take flight.

The forest is our grocer, our pharmacy, our hardware store, our theater, our gym, our park. We cultivate our small
orchards and walk the forest to hunt and to gather food, medicine, tools, and beauty and art supplies. Politicians and oil
executives think that we are idiots, that we *plod among the trees picking things up that look yummy. They say that we
don’t even know the value of the resources beneath the ground. But that is how they show their own ignorance. The oil
deep in the earth is the blood of our ancestors. wAnd we know better than to dig up a grave.

Why *pillage a grave when life is all around us? We don’t need oil. The forest is life itsell. We know which plants can
heal and which songs to sing to ask (T~ permit) for cutting them and using their cures. We know that the petomo palm
fruits in January and February and that its oil is excellent for maintaining long, shiny hair and healthy skin. We know that
the monkeys and the *tapirs time their reproductive cycles to coincide with fruit (4 abundant). We know that the peach

palm makes the best *spears. We know not to use more than we need.

The first Europeans to enter the Amazon wanted only gold and power. They brought disease and murder. It is no
wonder that all their tales of adventure describe the forest as a site of danger. I have had dreams of great dangers to
come. *Unrestrained industrialization has poisoned the atmosphere. Burning down the Amazon will accelerate climate change
beyond a point of no return. Uncontrolled warming will *imperil life on earth.

Mother Earth will not be saved. She does not need you or anyone to save her. She demands respect. And she will
punish humanity for failing to give it. And yet, time and again, people in positions of governmental and industrial power
refuse to do so; they insist ( B ) destruction.

They've had so many opportunities to respect us, and they've *squandered them all. Just in recent years, Ecuador’s
political class could have *upheld *Indigenous peoples’ rights to free, prior, and informed consent — the right to decide what
happens in their territories, as *enshrined in international law by the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples. But they didn’t. They made us fight. In 2019, my people achieved a historic legal victory protecting a half-million
acres of Waorani territory, and setting a legal precedent to protect millions more. The government could have respected that
court victory and complied with the ruling, but instead, it has failed to respect it, and continues to have its eye
( B ) drilling oil from our lands.

Source: “Nemonte Nenquimo.” Time Magazine International Edition, 8 Apr. 2024 (— &Rk %)
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Western civilization has been indifferent to the destruction of the writer’'s homeland.
According to the writer, the oil deep in the earth is not considered by the Waorani people to be a
resource.
The Waorani people view the forest as a source of raw materials only for their daily needs.
The writer believes that Mother Earth requires humanity’s help to be saved from destruction.

Politicians in Ecuador seem to be reluctant to follow international law.
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[English-language learning constitutes a focus of debate about how Japan should ‘internationalize’ and represents an
activity that goes beyond formal school education. At one end of the spectrum, some opinion leaders argue that, given that
English is the *lingua franca of global communications, it should be the second official language in Japan to enable future
generations of Japanese to manage international dealings without difficulty. English is the transnational communication tool in
Asia on which Japan’s economy increasingly relies. At ( & ) end of the spectrum. critics maintain that the Japanese
should be mindful of what they see as English-language *imperialism, in which English is the cultural ( 7 ) of
Anglo-American dominance in the world. They argue that the allocation of excessive amounts of time for English teaching al
school will not only reduce hours allocated for Japanese reading and writing but also lead to the virtual | A ) of
Japanese culture.

A hypothetical picture reveals the cultural power of the English language. @ If Japanese were the dominant language of

international communication, Japanese pupils and students would not have to learn English, and non-Japanese would need to

study Japanese. Viewed from a ( 7 ) perspective, however, non-native learners of English, under many circumstances,

might *relish the bilingual and bicultural experiences that are largely unavailable to native English speakers.

Either way, in reality, businesswfirms with global interactions *implement programs to compel their employees to
communicate in English. Some, including UNIQLO (a casual clothes shop chain) and Rakuten (an internet mall management
company), go so far as to make it a corporation rule for stafl to speak English within the company selting. Most large
companies rely on an English-language test, the Test of English for International Communication (TOEIC), initially developed
in the United States (for non-native speakers, with a focus on business English) at the request of the Japan Business
Federation and the Japanese Ministry of International Trade and Industry. In 2012 more than 205 million people took the
test in Japan. There is every indication that the number will keep rising, because an increasing number of enterprises use
the TOEIC score for employment and promotion.

*Career-track *bureaucrats must acquire ( I ) English. From 2015, applicants for employment examinations for
national bureaucracy elite paths must take the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL), which is used
internationally to assess a person’s ability to study at universities in the United States and other English-speaking countries.
This is a move away [rom examinations that focus on English reading ability towards more balanced *appraisals that include
speaking, listening, and writing.

In schools, English teaching faces a ( I ). English classes at secondary schools have long focused on book
learning, with an emphasis on grammar and translation, to enable high school students to prepare for university entrance
examinations which tend to test their grammatical and vocabulary knowledge rather than communication skills in English.
Under the initiative of the Ministry of Education, elementary English is introduced at the primary school level in an attempt
to *immerse children into the conversational English environment at early ages. Since 2011, all pupils around the nation in
grades five and six have been taught English at least once a week.

(wMany school teachers are (enough / spoken English / to / competent / teach / not). In their school and university

_days, an overwhelming majority of them were brought up in ‘bookish’ English and have not mastered communicative
English. Tosmeet the classroom demand, the government-initiated Japan Exchange and Teaching Program, in operation for
nearly three decades, has increased the number of young teaching assistants recruited from English-speaking countries to
help Japanese teachers in English sessions. Thus, a wide range of Japanese business and education leaders are *galvanized
to improve the level of English proficiency in companies and schools.

Source: An Introduction to Japanese Society, Fourth Edition by Yoshio Sugimoto

Used with permission of Cambridge University Press, from An introduction to Japanese society,
by Yoshio Sugimoto, 2014; permission conveyed through Copyright Clearance Center, Inc.
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Many school teachers are
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(a) How can we meet the needs of all the different people?
(b) The committee meets on Fridays.
(¢) Do the two rivers meet the ocean here?
(d) T've met a few examples of people like this before.
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(a) T - F Having English as the second official language in Japan will help preserve Japanese culture.

(b) T - F Companies like UNIQLO and Rakuten have adopted English as a required language for internal
communication.

(¢) T - F The TOEIC test was created by the Japan Business Federation and the Japanese Ministry of International

Trade and Industry.

(d) T - F The writer believes that in the future there will be a reduction in the number of Japanese people taking

the TOEIC test.

(e) T - F The Japanese government has only recently started the Japan Exchange and Teaching Program to help

Japanese teachers in English sessions.
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Are libraries important in today’s digital age, or are they no longer needed?
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