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[ had worried myself sick over Sergei’s mother coming to see me. I was a new teacher, and I gave honest accounts of
the students’ work. In Sergei’s case, the grades were awfully low. He was an extremely bright sixth-grader whose knowledge
“leaked out at the elbow,” as we said. He discussed adult subjects with nearly adult comprehension, but he couldn’t read his
own handwriting. His math grades were mabysmal, for the same reason. His work in no way reflected his abilities, and I
knew it. So when his mother made arrangements for a @conference, I felt panicky, as if I were being called to
account for Sergei's poor work. ,

Additionally, I knew his parents were communists, and I'd just finished teaching a unit on democracy. So I was trying
to *marshal my resources, in case I had to have a political-philosophical discussion about the curriculum that I really would
rather avoid. In short, I had new-teacher sjitters. Defending one’s actions in the face of a parent’s opposition is one of the
most difficult tasks of even the experienced, and 1 had taught for only about six months.

So when Sergei's mom entered the room, my palms were ( & ). I was completely unprepared for her kisses on
both my cheeks. “I came to thank you,” she said, *balfling me beyond speech. Because of me, she said, Sergei had become
a different person. I was responsible for all this. Sergei’s psychologist had spoken at length with Sergei's mom, and
she wanted to tell me how grateful she was for the ( a ) I had *nurtured in her son. She kissed me again and
left.

[ sat, @stunned, for about a halfhour, wondering what had just happened. How in the name of all that's holy had I
made such a life-changing difference to that boy — without even knowing it? It scared me more profoundly than any
experience in my teaching career, before or since. And I knew I absolutely had to figure it out, because so much benefit,
unthinkingly *bestowed, could just as easily have been so much harm. And I never wanted to be the agent of a harm so
huge, especially if it could be delivered essentially accidentally.

What [ finally came to remember was one day, several months before, when some students were giving reports in the
front of the class. Jeanne spoke quietly, and to encourage her to *project her voice when it was her turn, I had said,
“Speak up. Sergei’s the expert on this; he's the one you have to convince, and he can’t hear you in the back of the room.”
wThat was it. I knew it as soon as I remembered the incident, because from that day, Sergei had sat up straighter, paid
more attention, smiled more, became happy. And it was all because he happened to be the last kid in the last row.
Had another child sat there, I'd have probably said the same thing with the substitution of another name.»God really does

work in mysterious ways, and I thank God that the boy who most needed ( A ) was the one who took the last

seat that day, and that Jeanne, usually the class clown, spoke softly that day, too.

It taught me one of the most valuable lessons I've *gleaned over the vears, and I'm thankful that it came early and
positively. We are so afragile. Our children are more so, and a small kindness can indeed make a life-determining difference.
1 became ( 9 ) that day. I became much, much more ( - d ) of what I say in front of students. And I
hope that, though Sergei moved shortly thereafter, he did well in life, because he gave me more than [ gave him.

Source: Chicken Soup for the Teacher’s Soul by Jack Canfield and Mark Victor Hansen

*71 © marshal = #3142 baffling >baffle= 42 &2 5%, nurtured >nurture = 1% <" { &, bestowed >bestow=5-2 %, project=7
L FTHOHED, gleaned>glean=4 L 2OIET S

From the book Chicken Soup for the Teacher’s Soul by

Jack Canfield and Mark Victor Hansen. Copyright 2012 by
Chicken Soup for the Soul Publishing, LLC. guglished by
Backlist, LLC, a unit of Chicken Soup for the Soul Publishing,
LLC. Chicken Soup for the Soul is a registered trademark o
Chicken Soup for the Soul Publishing, LLC. Reprinted by
permission. All rights reserved.
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(D 7 excellent 1 absent 7 poor T difficult

2 7 confidence 4 plan 77 agreement L meeting

3) 7 nerves A sickness ™7 happiness I sadness

@) 7 disappointed A worried 77 surprised I. ashamed

® 7 dark A frustrated 77 neglected I delicate
2. % ( H ) v ) D )0 2 ) ICALHRLIBYLFELZROEREDL—2EF, ZOREFIZOZ LSV,
( & ) 7 Dburning A flushing %7 blushing I sweating

( v ) 7 punishment 4 blame Y7 praise L prize

(9 ) 7 kinder 4 stricter 7 crueler I calmer

( %2 ) 7 scared 1 fond 7 tolerant I careful

e (a ) ICAARLBULEEROBREOFA5—2F, 2ORFIZO% L& Z W,

7 sell-hatred A4 self-respect 77 sell-delense T self-expression
4, FTHRHBDPEIHAFICRDIIEVDOTROBIFEOF 26 —20FT, FORLFIZ0% LR SV,

7 Suddenly I understood. 4 Now it's over.

7 That was true. I T heard it.
5. #EEH Jeanne IS o2 BELIIh, BotEEL T NTHEABETER Lo
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He talked of how much he loved me, he had made friends for the first time, and for the first time in his twelve years,
he had recently spent an afternoon at a friend’s house. [ T A 7 T ]
8 MOF~TOXLIID2WT, BXOHABLEEGSTVEBGICHT, o TwRVIEESIZIEFIZOT L Sy

7 T - F Although Sergei was a bright student with nearly adult comprehensmn, his school work was poor.
A4 T - F Sergei’s mother had a discussion with the teacher because of the teacher’s political-philosophical views about

the curriculum.

]

% T
T T - F The teacher realized that it was very important to understand why Sergei had changed.

Sergei’s psychologist spoke to the mother about how Sergei’s teacher needs to encourage beliel in himsell.

9. AXDOHEL L TRLEY 2 D2 ROFBRKOHDPH—2RY, TOLFIZOZ LRIV,

Thinking about how a student has improved, a teacher concludes that nothing happens by chance.

Being a teacher is difficult because they have to defend their actions in the face of opposing parents.

Reflecting on a positive discussion with a parent, a teacher realizes that chance happenings can have a bhig impact.

H o3 A

Education is not about how one teaches but the way that students are allowed to express themselves in a meaningful

way.
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Reading history is like watching a tennis match. The ball keeps changing sides. To many observers, the 1960s and the

1980s seemed like opposite sides of a tennis court, or a ( T ), or a pendulum swing.
The 1960s was a time of high drama — of overalls and backpacks and peace symbols — with marches in the streets and
*sit-ins at lunch counters. People who had been kept out of ( A ) banged on opportunity’s doors and pushed them

open. It was messy, it was *exhilarating, it was problem-filled. It was an attempt to do something about long-ignored
(vinjustices. Much was achieved, but the action of the '60s —its dreams and its drugs —got all mixed up.

The '80s were different. This time the drama was so ( 5 ) that sometimes hardly anyone noticed. Mostly the
revolution took place in corporate headquarters, on Wall Street's money exchanges, in people’s minds, and in Congress — but
it was effective. Some called it a@conservative reaction to the excesses of the liberal decades that preceded it. Goals
changed. Most voters no longer thought government should be used to solve social problems. Labor unions lost power.

Business was the focus of the '80s (and the '90s, too). New jobs, new wealth, new financial practices, and *astounding
new technology began ( aC ) the ways we live and work and think. New groups of business people got very rich,
while many middle-class families found themselves working harder and longer for a smaller portion of the national pie.

More moms were going to work (at home, kids often had less supervision), but sometimes even two incomes weren't
enough to keep up ( A ) the *enticing new lifestyles.

The '80s were the *heyday of the “yuppies” (“young urban professionals”), who traveled, experimented, set trends,
spent money, influenced the media, and didn’t feel bound by ( 7+ ) ideas.

New peoples, arriving from Asia, Africa, and Latin America, quickly made an impact. They even got grocery stores
( B ) change. Instead of being a white-bread culture, we were suddenly eating pita, and tacos, and focaccia. You
could find hummus and mangoes and cilantro and lemongrass on shelves where a few years earlier bananas and apples
were as far as variety took you.

It may all have been too *frantic for some Americans, who turned to meditation and inward-looking lifestyles. Some, who
were outside the @mainstream, joined *gun-toting, *defiantly independent groups.

The times demanded brains. In the late 1970s, Californians Steven Jobs and Stephen Wozniak, operaling out of Jobs's
garage, developed a small computer. By 1977, sales of that computer, the Apple II, had reached $118 million. The personal
computer was just getting started. Bill Gates saw its future and started selling software for computers. By 1990, he was one
of the world’s richest men.

And computers were only part of the story. They were joined by *fiber optics, cable TV, satelliles, fax machines,
copiers, scanners, cellular phones, the Internet, automatic teller machines (ATMs, or cash machines), and an array of
imaginative services. The new technology quickly became inexpensive enough for ordinary people to have in their homes
and businesses. All that increased wchoices. Some Americans began going to work in home offices. And some started
educating their children at home, as part ol vigorous home-schooling movement.

Education was clearly a key to success in the Information Age, bul, in international comparisons, our 12th-grade
students’ scores — especially in math and science — were ( & ) or near the bottom of the heap. Schools in many
cities, like factory-age *relics, seemed primarily oversized warchouses for young people. State and local tax revolutions —
begun in California and copied elsewhere — cut school ( 7] ) at the very time we needed to increase it.

Source: All the People: 1945-1999 by Joy Hakim

*1E : sitins = D) JAAPLEE, exhilarating=4 { b { &%, astounding=F->< V35 L9 7%, enticing=#KA 7%, heyday=%
B frantic="FFFx ko 72, guntoting=# % -7, defiantly=FkE12, fiber optics=3E7 7 4 7¥—, relics =1

Re}f)rinted from All the people, 1945-2005, by Joy Hakim,
Oxford Publishing Limited. Copgfright © 1999 Oxford
Publishing Limited. Reﬁ)roduce with permission of the
Licensor through PLSclear.
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(1) marathon (2) Wimbledon (3) coin (4) money
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spending,  transforming,  power,  old,  quiet
( 4 ) (=) ( = )
( 4 ) (4 )

i (A )~( C ) ICALZERLEYL— FNENFEA LR S\,
( A ) ( B ) ( Cc)

4, T ~@B)0ER: LTLEYNLDOEZNENEY, LEIC0Z LSV,
(1)  (a) behavior in which someone claims to have certain moral principles or beliefs

(b ) unfair actions or events

(

) determination to do something that you have decided to do

(e}

(2)

) not willing to accept changes or new ideas

1]

(b) supporting or allowing gradual political changes
(¢ ) sympathetic in the way you deal with people

(3) (a) the main area of land that forms a country

) a narrow flow of water that moves across the land

(¢ ) the most common ideas or methods

5. THEBMIZOWT, BEfl%E 2 DHRFETIHL Sy,

6. UTOT~FDOLIZDNWT, KLOARLES>TVRDEDIZET. Ao TRV DIZIEFIZOZ LA SV,
7 T +« F The 1960s was a period when the people without authority tried to change things that were seen as unfair.
4 T - F The 1980s was a time for ordinary people to be more open and expressive, resulting in one of the more
liberal decades.
7 T - F Yuppies were able to travel, spend money and set trends because they had the benelit ol an American
education.
L T - F People arriving in the U.S. from overseas during the 1980s brought very little of their culture with them.

4 T - F Even the average person was able to have the new technology that began to appear in the 1960s.
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One of the prefectures in Japan recently made a rule to limit the time for gaming and internet activities for children

under 18 years old to one hour a day. Do vyou agree with this rule?
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